Unit Topic or Theme: Geography

Grade: 3-4

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Lesson Topic or Theme: The United States

Lesson Objectives: The student will be able to answer questions about the United States using:

1. Longitude and latitude cooridinates.

2. Geographic borders

3. Historical landmarks

4. Population

5. Geography and landforms

Instructional Technique: Individual or group work, Discussion

Instructional Materials: Computers, Internet, Coast to Coast Challenge
Theoretical Perspective: It is important for students to learn about the United State's geography, as well as be able to use maps to locate areas of it.  This knowledge helps make them aware of the differences in regions, the history and development of the United States, and how to use this information in everyday life (ie: travel).

Procedure: 

A. Give the students the assignment: As either individuals or in small groups, log on to Coast to Coast Challenge website and complete the challenge.

B. When students finish there challenge, instruct them to use the rest of the time to explore The 50 States website that is linked at the end of the challenge.

C. Closure: After everyone has finished the challenged, have a group discussion about student's “journeys” from coast to coast.

· Did any questions stump you?

· Where any questions too easy?

· What was your favorite state to visit?

· Least favorite?

D. Adaptations for different learners:  Utilize group work. Students with special needs should be able to complete this task with relatively little modifications with the exception of the aid of a paraprofessional depending on the specifications made in their IEP. Students with behavioral problems should be monitored more closely while using the computers and gently reminded to stay on the task at hand.

E. Homework: List 5 facts that you found interesting or that you did not know before completing this challenge.

Evaluation:

A. How/ when will you determine if you have met your objectives?

· If students are able to complete the challenge, they will have successfully met the objectives of the lesson.  Conducting a discussion at the end of the lesson will also help the instructor to measure the success of the lesson.

B. Concerns or questions you have about teaching this lesson?

· Since this lesson is done with minimal supervision, it may be hard to determine how successfully the objectives were met.  Classroom discussion and homework is strongly recommended to reinforce the objectives.

