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When Pynchon first explored the area in 1635
west side of the Connecticut River, an excellent sit
woods were full of game an
farm land was available. A house was built in the area and two of Pynchon’s
men were left behind to rajse Some corn and care for some hogs.s Meanwhile,
Pynchon returned to Boston where on May 6, 1635,

he was granted permission
by the General Court to leave his home in Roxbury and settle in the Connecticut
River Valley. s

he intended to settle on the

e for a fur trading post; the
d edible plants, the rivers teeming with fish, and rich

“A Lamentable and Woeful Sight”:
The Indian Attack in Springfield

was in Hartford, almost thirty
ess and surrounded by several
uld easily destroy the new
with the Indjans were crucial.

miles away, and the new village was in the wildern
small Indian tribes which, “§f angered, co
scttlement.”” Given that situation, good relations
. On July 15, 1636 Pynchon boupht from the A

Richard J. Pinkos fApproximately five miles long and orgle mile wide,s
vighteen coats (a strip of clothing like a small blanket
hatchets, eighteen knives, and eighteen fathoms of wampum. The original name
O’ the settlement, Agawam Plantation, was changed in 1640 to Springfield in
hor of Pynchon’s birthplace~Springﬁeld, England.9

8awam Indians an area
The purchase price was

’ g

i i bers of the Massachuiseliy
. ttlement in their area by mem ssacln
oomton see}l:mgs;iil the soil was rich and fertile an.d that th'e }::L;, .
(10121:1{; g;llff)f beaver. They even offered a 3;ea'r13; }:m\)/utl‘lse;f"e’lrghc gre l ﬁmé
ond i 1d settle in the Valley. s
to Englishmen who wou ‘alle -
- cczmlfli?:d (l)>y tlgle aggressive Mohawks who-penoqt:ciiélyi'llcitl“g e
beefl o hern home west of the Albany demanding tribu U
th}?ll‘: o :rrnns hoped that British settlement would preven ;
The Agaw

from continuing.to occur,

i it di o il
While the British initially declined tl.us offer, lltctilt?l en?:rfrrl:u; ;
ars later, anxious for the opport}n}lty to exploi . (gmgi .
’lfi‘;g]);ecompetiiive Boston market, wm‘laﬂo?ilslcal;(;;tar Thes hag
isi io - They we
g twrcl)dmeil\:t:g ;llsfltts,t lzigr:fleirreported to Pyncllqll t : ii
- Agf“mrlns zd tl?e earlier report of rich soil was true.? Buttmgﬁﬁiﬁ
was f]rlinr?oi/ﬁadge of a smallpox epidemic among thfz I.nditmﬁ whi
e contemporary historian of the. period, Wllllian:n :
y i::rie and terrible to these naked Indians that ;he):l ex;d )
vggad unburied, as appeared by the Abﬁgnetst I(;f ;ezthm ]
found.” Hubbard added that “God cast 1(,)“ ] ‘; v 1
people.”** While this view may not. have been Shave by
might have reduced any fear which he may :

“"Wigwam, Connecticut Valley Indlans' (alf
are provided through the courtesy of the
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In an effort to maintain friendly relations with the natives, the early setticrs
ringfield ‘“‘never occupied a foot of ground without paying for it” and they
> certain to obtain deeds to the land. Moreover, Pynchon and later his son,
, both of whom served as Magistrates, maintained a “rule of even justice
rd the Indian which was known to tribes hundreds of miles away.”'" In
, an Agawam Indian named Coa accused Francis Hall of striking his wite
a stick and Pynchon ordered the defendant to pay a fine of two fathoms vl
pum in satisfaction of the family’s wounded pride. Several years lafcr, a4
1inent Springfleld settler, Thomas Miller, was ordered to give four fzthon,
ampum to an Indian he had struck with the butt of his gun. Some time
, Miller charged that a group of natives came to his house, knocked dowr
/ife with a blow on the head, and frightened his children. This time !’ynrlmn
{ the Indians fourteen fathoms of wampum—six to cover the expensc of the
who pursued the troublemakers and eight for Miller."

Having no respect for the Indian religion and a certainty that their awii
tices were correct, the Puritans required everyone, including the Todus, B
yerly observe the Lord’s Day. In 1669, some Agawams were chavpad wi |
ach of Sabbath” by ““traveling to and fro and working.” Since this wa i
nd offense, they were ordered to pay twenty bushels of corn to the Cii
wsurer. The fine was reduced when the defendants promised “better o

he future.'

“Portrayal of William

nch Pr—
developing the agreement chy chon and the Aguwam Indians

er the sale of land to the white scttlers™

Outside the courtroom, the English pursued a friendly and wi
tionship with the Agawams. The natives were welcomed in the wel
ies and the Englishmen even plowed the Indians’ land, while the Tt .

.ed to carry messages over long distances. While this indicates # tly involved
tionship, the extent of the contact is called into question by anothi
-h indicated that not more than twenty Agawams, approximulely
t of those in the area, were known by sight and name to moxt

“ , the Commissi

had b . missioners charged

ined of oo een growing bold and insolent,” Whﬂegth that the
me particular abuses” by the colonists, 15 ¢ Indians

Undoubtedly, the friendly relations between the Aguwims § ‘ an uneas ; .
ingfield settlers were a major factor in preventing the terrof ‘ ] V y besice continued until 1664 when a treaty of “peace
sued outlying areas in the late 1630’s. There was however a prowli Mohawks left the latter free
] the Indians elsewhere, and in 1643, the Massachusctls By, , -enemies, the Pocumtucks. That
inecticut, and New Haven colonies banded together in a loose tracy. ' Although references to th Xd destroyed the Pocumtuck
w as the New England Confederation."* Springfield’s conn 1at they were upset when the Britj eh gawams are limited, it is safe to
up was primarily related to the development of the Pocumtuek ks, which resulted in war a i : tSlgn.ed a treaty with their enemies,
ch brought together the Agawams, the Warranokes on the W sains
Naunawtucks from Hadley and Northampton, and the i
the region, the Pocumtucks of the Deerfield River Valle

a . AS

s 0 awams, To insure that ituati
! ged, a. law was passed in November of 1639 whictll:eprs(:’l(:f;"(;og
ibite

powder. Other provisions of this law

In 1645, the Indian who had burnt a camp in Winds¢
1ge with the Warranokes. When the Indians hid. the
war, the Commissioners of the New England Confed:




required every man in town to drill one day a month as a member of the militia
and also to have guns, a pound of powder and twenty bullets ready at all
times. '8 In time, however, the Agawams acquired guns, either from fur tradcrs
who sought special concessions, or from the settlers themselves. In 1640, the
widow of Thomas Horton was charged with “selling her husband’s piece to the
Indians.” She claimed to be ignorant of the law and Pynchon ordered her to
bring the gun ‘“home again speedily or else it would cost her dear, for no
commonwealth would allow of such a misdemeanor.” Yet, even Major John
Pynchon, who succeeded his father as Magistrate, was guilty of a violation ol the
law; his account books indicate he sold a gun to an Indian chief, for land. "

Uneasiness in the village increased as the Indians acquired arms awl
became more proficient than the average settler in their use. In addition, thet
was a change in the natives’ attitude from one of “superstitious awc’™ fu
“feeling of contempt” for the white man. 0 The settlers had not provk
defense against invaders and it is reasonable to assume that the Apmwai
became increasingly disturbed with the enforcement of colonial taws upon (I
and their culture, however evenly those laws were enforced. In contrast, it
settlers viewed the natives as pests who had to be tolerated, and they ¥
characterized as ‘‘lazy, unreliable, and not above breaking their word,'

“The Indian Fort on Longhill"

The sources of their resentment with the colonial laws are a major
explaining the Agawams’ growing alienation from the Springfield colon
Indians had become subject to and dependent upon the white mut
expense of their own culture. Not only were the white man’s laws s
the natives had come to rely on the settler for blankets, food, tools, ki
though the latter was not supposed to be sold to them. When the il
not able to pay their bills in cash, they were allowed to buy on crodit,
many times the terms could not be met and some Agawams lost 11
even were sold into slavery. 2 By 1675 the Agawam Indians hud b
submerged in the white man’s culture that they even dressed lik
settlers from whom, according to one report, they then *'dif
appearance from.”?

y

- Meanwhile, problem
rvitle, s faced by the A : .
cteristic of the situation elsewheri. Indeed gti:; I:)]:van Springfield were

t!nc?rto di§organized tribes on the Northeastern
 King Philip’s War. This war had its roots with igaSt
of Plymouth. When Chief Massasoit, who h de
ins, died in 1661, leadership was passed (’)n to hia
glish as Philip. Smelling more than a scent osfst0
for th‘e British, the colonial authorities forced hj .
(&t hf’ .‘was a subject of the English king.” 25 l
fanizing the Northeastern tribes into agc;onf
rive the British settlers into the ocean )

Wampanoag tribe just
been friendly with the
n, Metacom, known to
ouble as Philip voiced
m to sign a statement in
This did not prevent Philip
deration. His ultimate goal

In 1666 Major Pynchon yielded to the demands of the sottl

and purchased another tract of land from the Indians. I*ax Y, in June of 1675 the first blow w

price included the construction of a fort located on what {5 i o bout thirty miles from PlymOutl? Ki i
Inasmuch as a function of the fort was to quarter all the 1 ‘ “ | many of the houses, and terriﬁed‘th "8 Philip's warriors raided the
location, it has been referred to as one of the first Indian Y ¢ither side. Then, between Jul andespeople, though not a single life
America.? Thus, by the late 1660s, it may have ay old and Deerfield were “extyin . heptfmber colonial settlements
Indians, who had willingly invited William Pynchon int lives were lost. As the ramqms, ed anq one hundred and
in 1636, that their land, their independence, indeed { “almost a panic prevailed in the paﬁlng” rarriors came closer to
dying. | rahawks would fall, 2 valley.” The settlers worried where

s delivered at the frontier village of




In all likelihood, their fears were concentrated beyond Springfield because
the Agawams were docile and many of them had never put on war paint. The
natives’ actions had been reassuring, as they signed non-aggression pledges and
even offered hostages, taken to Hartford, as a reaffirmation of their peacetul
intent. The situation charged, however, as Philip’s supporters were victorious
elsewhere. The Agawams and other uncommitted tribes began to side with thcir
brothers as their pride was rekindled. Perhaps more important, the Hadlvy
sachem whose followers had allied with Philip married the daughter of the
Agawam’s sachem; natural grounds for an alliance were established. ”/

From this point, events moved rapidly. On October 4, Major John Pynchon,
the Commander-in-Chief of Springfield’s militia, was ordered by coloniul

authorities to take a detachment of approximately forty-five troops to Fladley
where some Indian activity had been reported. When Pynchon arrived in Hidley
there were no Indians in sight. While he was searching for the elusive Indintis,

the Agawams were preparing to attack the unprotected settlement of

Springfield.

In the evening of that same day, a friendly Indian named Tolo, liviny wiili
settler’s family in Windsor, Connecticut, told authorities there that an attack
Springfield was planned, with the Agawams aided by nearly three Ty
Indians who had secretly entered the Agawams’ fort. “In post-haste, o i @
sent to carry the news to Springfield.” The messenger rode into towu it §
middle of the night and aroused the inhabitants who were “‘doubly {u
since their militia was then in Hadley. The men who were still in tows it
the women and children, as well as the available guns and ammunithi
brought them all to the three garrisoned houses which had recentl
repaired and fortified for the town’s defense. Messages were sent {0 Pyiig
Hadley and to Captain Treat, who commanded troops in Westficld, plus
their help. It was ‘“‘a night of dramatic consternation.” 2%

The next morning, the besieged group had breakfast, and thuy
attended religious services in the garrison. Since no attack had yel 4
many began to question the report received the night before, Ruvireii
Glover, the minister who had brought his valuable library to il
returned it to his home. Lieutenant Thomas Cooper, who had
with the Agawams and was openly skeptical of the report, folt 4it
with a companion, Thomas Miller, to the Indians’ stockadé;
to ride up the hill on which the fort was located, a volley of #
Miller was killed. Cooper was also hit, but he was able ¢
which sped back to town. Oddly enough, Cooper’s horse !
to Pynchon’s house, which was the main garrison, where:
fell, dead. ““The dreadful secret was out. Springfield hi
for fire and slaughter.” Meanwhile, the Agawams and

Majqr Treat arrived with his men on the
what is now West Springfield. They were

ho were involved in the raj

. 1 id. Some hour
arrived with his troops “on a dead run alsl
y routed the Indians who perhaps felt they

after the attack had begun, Pynchon
the'way from Hadley’’ and they quickl
had accomplished their objectives.,%

The Indians had killed thre
houses and twenty-five barns.
and woeful sight,”
barns, though his
survived the attack

and the troops at a time whe ici
| n medicine was needed f
were short and the fields had been ravaged. 31 o the

€ men and one woman, and destroyed thirty-two
Pynchon, who noted that it was “a lamentable

wounded, supplies

Bleak as it was,
varning, the settlers w
tave been killed. More
mpending attack,

the situation could have been worse. Without Toto’s
ould not have been in the garrisons and they all would
over, Pynchor's detachment would not have known of the

“William Pynchon’s House™




pp y i i had re-
Ceived itS death blOW. In faCt, Major ]Ohn Pyrlchon Sald as muCh mna nOIC Sel}l(:

i 1l are
The Lord will have us lie in the dust before him. We tl.la't we;:Sif&e ore
etied The Lord show mercy to us. I see not how it is p
emptied... rd sh
us to live here this winter.3?

ifetime had
At the age of 49 Pynchon was a broken man. .'fh.e wc())rtkuorfliaklllietg:: !
istorian declared: “it is n at !

ay and one historian s fhat the

ool lswelzfatsrr,l );vhich the Indians had made for his kmdnests llzitclr1 l‘;mm

Cpon ;Sis mind.” % He advocated abandoning the: town, b.l.lt. s puter e

upon'1 csl and file residents were ordered by colonial authorities

evaile : : .
fl:eir position as a frontier outpost against the enemy

fter the darkest day in Springfield’s histo.ry, nagglr?gl‘(|;w*}tiz:;:i%
.Long after iticized the use of the militia in searching for hostile T i
e o the town 1‘Zlefenseless. That was the case with Sprlr}gﬁel(l. m z‘x( tc‘, ¢
as hat lo he t(Mc'inso«:tober 15, 1675, the Colony’s Commlssmm.:r.x f: ‘i":{ ’
e dat1e of blame by stating that as Commafldcr-m('ku.i
abS?lve th(’ﬂnse';(taisa Pynchon could have used the troo;?s 1,r71“un'_v1 \.\uj;% !
S ave. mltlrib’uted to Springfield’s ‘‘greatest securl?y. > : lix@i
o h:;:ie;oe?lt as it meant that Pynchon could have disobeycd o sf?
Ztrrc?:rg?ssued earlier by the Commissioners.

While the Commissioners can not escape censure fort tg:: :g::':lll : :: ;;‘ 5
least one critic has stated that John Pynghon should gol o (ol ¢ ,
oy h charges. In his History of Springfield, 163 M .
concludes artg “;A bolder man - Pynchon’s father for examplg’ ‘ ;
cﬁgzlzd:c: stt};ci the ordeal of explaining to his superiors how he ruvit
f)y disobeying orders.” 3

Of course, this is all said with-the benefit of hindsiglﬂ;n m:‘d‘(ltt i
i ht,have happened had Pynchon remained in tm;: o
it e ttacked. In any case, Pynchon, who even b@/u‘l? L.
s ing 111<=.01f‘1 iad requ.ested and been relieved of his commm? {3
?()P;&naglg replaced in mid-October by Captau.l1 S;m:giif\gg ;fr;
the Governor, Appleton made it f:lear thz.:lt while Iz::/ " Jf; {
in Springfield, he would use his own. judgement in i

For some time after the attack on Spri.ngfit'zld, 3:;%&‘
Philip had been seen on his bla«ﬂ( horse: dl’fe;;:ﬁig s
unexpected for the colonis'ts t‘o re«.:ognﬁze ) wasp
There is no doubt that his “cunning han mm_
fetters and contemporary accounts never men

RS RBRS,

27, three Springfield men, who
t

deed.”’ 38

It is quite understandable that many Springfield residents who were
fraught with fear at the sight of what was happening in their town imagined
Philip leading the charge when in fact he was nowhere in sight, However, it
might be that the inhabitants of the village simply could not accept accounts
which indicated that the old sachem of the Agawams, with whom they had lived
and worked for almost forty years, had turned upon them.

After Pynchon and his men routed th
warriors involved, including approximatel
Orchard, six miles east of Springfield, where they built fires, “slept in perfect
security and awoke in triumph.”® A small number of natives remained in the
area and continued to periodically harass the settlers, For example, on October

went to inspect land in Westfield which they had

e Indians, most of the three hundred
y forty Agawams, proceeded to Indian

, ndians would terrorize the settlers and destroy
, fields, and houses. Compared to the earlier attack on Springfield,
owever, these incidents were relatively insignificant.

Most of the natives involved in the attack, including the Agawams, fled into

encampment in Indian Orchard. On the way,

memories of the destruction slowly
gain began to expand. A 1688 report

¢ that more than half the settlers lived three or more miles from the .
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